M ONTANA STANDARDS FOR ARTS

Arts have intrinsic value. They cultivate the whole child, building many kinds of literacy while developing
intuition, reasoning, creativity, imagination, and dexterity into diverse forms of expression and communi-
cation. The Arts enable students to make decisions and seek multiple solutions. They improve perception,
reflection, and creative thought. They advance higher order thinking skills of analysis, synthesis and
evaluation. The Arts provide powerful tools for understanding human experiences and cultures—past,
present and future.

Arts education engages students in a creative process that helps them develop the self-motivation,
discipline, cooperation and self-esteem necessary for success in life.

The Arts consists of Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts. The content and performance standards
for the Arts describe what all Montana students should know and be able to do in the Arts. Although
literary arts are generally considered a part of the Arts, standards for the literary arts are integrated through-
out the Communication Arts.

Content Standards indicate what all students should know, understand and be able to do in a specific content area.

Benchmarks define our expectations for students’ knowledge, skills and abilities along a developmental continuum in éadgh conten
area. That continuum is focused at three points—at the end of grade 4, the end of grade 8 and grade 12.

Content Standard 1—Students create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the Arts.

Content Standard 2—Students apply and describe the concepts, structures, and pro-
cesses in the Arts.

Content Standard 3—Students develop and refine arts skills and techniques to express
ideas, pose and solve problems, and discover meaning.

Content Standard 4—Students analyze characteristics and merits of their work and the
work of others.

Content Standard 5—Students understand the role of the Arts in society, diverse cultures,
and historical periods.

Content Standard 6—Students make connections among the Arts, other subject areas,
life, and work.
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Arts Content Standard 1

Students create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the Arts.

Rationale

Students understand and express themselves in depth through an art form by:
* generating original art;
» participating, re-creating, and exhibiting; and
» reacting and placing value.
As a result, they arrive at their own knowledge and beliefs for making personal and artistic decisions.

Benchmarks

Students will:

End of Grade 4 End of Grade 8 Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

1. identify their own ideas and images 1. create a work from their own ideas anjd1. conceive and create works of art.
based on themes, symbols, events and images based on themes, symbols, evgnts
personal experiences. and personal experiences.

2. use a variety of materials and sourcgs 2. select a variety of materials and sourge®?2. demonstrate imagination and technical
to experiment with an art form. to demonstrate a specific art form. skill in a minimum of one art form using
traditional and nontraditional resources.

3. present their own work and works of 3. prepare and/or revise works for presgn-3. select or adapt the elements of a presen-
others. tation. tational style.

4. collaborate with others in the creativg 4. collaborate with others to make artistic 4. apply artistic discipline (e.g., concentra-
process. choices. tion and focus) to complete a collabora-
tive work.

5. describe how a variety of materials} 5. describe and analyze artistic choices|in5. articulate meaning by describing and
techniques and processes cause diffgr- their own work and works of others. analyzing artistic choices in their own
ent responses. work and works of others.
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Arts Content Standard 2

Students apply and describe the concepts, structures, and processes in the Arts.

Rationale

The ability to use and share knowledge is fundamental to human experience. The Arts: Dance, Music, Theatr

Visual Arts, provide many of the tools for students to successfully interact with their world.

Benchmarks

Students will:

End of Grade 4

End of Grade 8

Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

1. COMPOSITION—
Dance:apply the elements of space (shg

1.
pe,

level, path in space, pattern, form), time

(duration, rhythm), and energy (movem
quality) to compose dance phrases.
Music: apply the elements of rhythr
melody, harmony, timbre/tone color, a
form.

Theatre: apply the elements of plot, cha
acter and setting.
Visual Arts: apply the elements of ling
shape, form, color, space, value, and

et

s
hd

ture to compose works of art and the pfin-

cipals of design-pattern, balance, contr.
rhythm, proportion, economy, moveme
dominance.

2. TECHNIQUES—
Dance: identify and apply the techniqu
of body awareness (e.g., control, flexi

ity, dynamics, expression, musicality) |i

class and performance.

Music: identify and apply the techniqué

of expressive devices, dynamics, tem
phrasing, accompaniment, interpretat
and improvisation.

Theatre: identify and apply techniques
develop scenarios, direct and act.
Visual Arts: identify and apply the tech
niques common to drawing, painting, scu
ture, design, printmaking, and indigeno
traditional arts.

3. MEDIUM—

Dance: demonstrate the human body|i

motion.
Music: perform vocal and/or instrument]
solos, or in ensembles.

Theatre: perform in ensemble (e.g., liv|
film, video productions).

Visual Arts: select a course of action U
ing two-dimensional processes (e.g., pal

hSt,

Ip-
s/

=

COMPOSITION— 1.
Dance:apply the elements of space (shape,
level, path in space, pattern, form), tirpe
(duration, rhythm), and ener@sovement
quality) to compose dances.

Music: apply the elements of rhythn[',
melody, harmony, timbre/tone color, and
form.
Theatre: apply the elements of plot, chgr-
acter, setting and mood.
Visual Arts: apply the elements of ling,
shape, form, color, space, value, and tex-
ture to compose works of art and the pr
cipals of design-pattern, balance, contrast,
rhythm, proportion, economy, movement,
dominance.

TECHNIQUES— 2.
Dance:apply the techniques of body awale-
ness (e.g., control, flexibility, dynamics, e}<
pression, musicality) in class and perf
mance.
Music: apply the techniques of expressive
devices, dynamics, tempo, phrasing, acc
paniment, interpretation, and improvisatign.
Theatre: apply techniques to write, diredt,
act, and design.
Visual Arts: apply knowledge of techniqugs
to create works (e.g., painting, drawing,
printmaking, photography, computer ar
graphic design, sculpture, and indigenols/
traditional arts).

MEDIUM— 3.
Dance:demonstrate the human body in njo-
tion.
Music: perform vocal and/or instrumentgl
solos, or in ensembles.
Theatre: perform solo and in ensemble
(e.g., mime, live, film, video productions’ﬁ.
Visual Arts: select a course of action using
two-dimensional processes (e.g., paintiphg,

COMPOSITION—

Dance:apply the elements of space (shape,
level, path in space, pattern, form), time (du-
ration, rhythm), and energy (movement qual-
ity) to compose dances.

Music: apply the elements of rhythm,
melody, harmony, timbre/tone color, and
form.

Theatre: apply the elements of character and
plot as exposition, action, climax, and reso-
lution.

Visual Arts: apply the elements of line,
shape, form, color, space, value, and texture
to compose works of art and the principals
of design-pattern, balance, contrast, rhythm,
proportion, ecomony, movement, domi-
nance.

TECHNIQUES—

Dance:apply the techniques of body aware-
ness (e.g., control, flexibility, dynamics, ex-
pression, musicality) in class and perfor-
mance.

Music: apply the techniques of expressive
devices, dynamics, tempo, phrasing, accom-
paniment, interpretation, and improvisation.
Theatre: apply techniques to write, direct,
act, design and produce.

Visual Arts: apply techniques to create
works (e.g., painting, drawing, printmaking,
photography, computer arts, graphic design,
sculpture, and indigenous/traditional arts).

MEDIUM—

Dance:demonstrate the human body in mo-
tion.

Music: perform vocal and/or instrumental
solos, or in ensembles.

Theatre: perform solo and in ensemble (e.g.,
mime, live, film, video productions).

Visual Arts: select a course of action using
two-dimensional processes (e.g., painting,
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Arts Content Standard 2 (cont.)

End of Grade 4

End of Grade 8

Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

ing, drawing, printmaking) and the thre¢
dimensional processes (e.g., sculpture and
indigenous/traditional arts).

4. FUNCTION— 4.
Dance:identify examples of social, theal
rical, and traditional dance.

Music: identify examples of music (e.g|,
ceremonial, celebration, concerts, theatfe,
dance, film, social, community, entertain-
ment).
Theatre: perform in classroom or schoql
programs/productions.

Visual Arts: identify examples of cultural
political, communication, expressivdg,
commercial, and environmental visual ar

n

5. STYLE— 5.
Dance: identify examples of folk, popu-
lar, and contemporary (e.g., ballet, jaz
modern, tap) dance.
Music: identify examples of music (e.g|,
folk, jazz, ethnic, popular, classical, tim
period).
Theatre: identify and perform examples
of theatre (e.g., comedy, melodrama).
Visual Arts: identify examples of histori
cal, contemporary, and traditional visugl
arts,including American Indian art.

N

[©]

6. PRESENTATION— 6.
Dance: show dance composition with
peers, emphasizing focus and concentra-
tion.

Music: participate in performances.
Theatre: demonstrate storytelling and crg
ative dramatics.
Visual Arts: exhibit craftsmanship,
completion, and develop a body of work.

drawing, printmaking, photograph
computer arts) and the three-dimgn-
sional processes (e.g., sculpture, indig-
enous/traditional arts).

FUNCTION— 4.
Dance:identify examples of social, thg-
atrical, and traditional dance.
Music: perform examples of music (e.g.,
ceremonial, celebration, concerts, the-
atre, dance, film, social, community,
entertainment).
Theatre: perform in classroom or schopl
programs/productions.
Visual Arts: demonstrate and compafe
examples of cultural, political, commy-
nication, expressive, commercial, apd
environmental visual arts.

STYLE— 5.
Dance:identify examples of folk, popuf
lar, historical, and contemporary (e.g.,
ballet, jazz, modern, tap) dance.
Music: perform examples of music (e.g.
folk, jazz, ethnic, popular, classical, tinfe
period).
Theatre: perform examples of theatie
(e.g., comedy, melodrama, plays frgqm
historical periods).
Visual Arts: demonstrate examples f
historical, contemporary, and traditional
visual arts, including American Indiah
art.

PRESENTATION— 6.
Dance:rehearse, perform, and critiqgie
dance.

Music: rehearse, perform, and critiqie
musical performances.

Theatre: rehearse, perform, and critiqye
storytelling and improvisation.
Visual Arts: exhibit craftsmanship
completion, and develop a body of wolk.

drawing, printmaking, photography, com-
puter arts, graphic design) and three-dimen-
sional processes (e.g., sculpture, indigenous/
traditional arts).

FUNCTION—

Dance: identify examples of social, theatri-
cal, and traditional dance.

Music: perform and compare examples of
music (e.g., ceremonial, celebration, concerts,
theatre, dance, film, social, community, en-
tertainment).

Theatre: perform in classroom or school pro-
grams/productions.

Visual Arts: demonstrate and compare ex-
amples of cultural, political, communication,
expressive, commercial, and environmental
visual arts.

STYLE—

Dance: identify examples of folk, popular,
historical, and contemporary (e.g., ballet,
jazz, modern, tap) dance.

Music: perform examples of music (e.qg., folk,
jazz, ethnic, popular, classical, time period).
Theatre: perform examples of theatre (e.g.,
comedy, tragedy, melodrama plays from his-
torical periods).

Visual Arts: demonstrate examples of his-
torical, contemporary, and traditional visual
arts, including American Indian art.

PRESENTATION—

Dance:rehearse, perform, and critique dance.
Music: rehearse, perform, and critique mu-
sical performances.

Theatre: rehearse, perform, and critique im-
provisation and performances.

Visual Arts: exhibit craftsmanship, comple-
tion, and develop a body of work.
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Arts Content Standard 3

Students develop and refine arts skills and techniques to express ideas, pose and solve
problems, and discover meaning.

Rationale

Artistic expression is a critical form of self-expression and communication requiring specific skills, knowl-
edge, and techniques. In the Arts there is no one correct answer. Students must exercise judgment. This
helps to develop the ability to weigh the benefits among alternative courses of action. This process yields
multiple rather than singular solutions.

Benchmarks

Students will:

End of Grade 4 End of Grade 8 Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

1. use art materials, techniques, technolo-1. use art materials, techniques, technolp-1l. use art materials, techniques, technolo-
gies, and processes to create generalfre-  gies, and processes to create specific fe-  gies, and processes to create specific
sponses. sponses. products and responses to ideas.

2. communicate meaning through the art 2. communicate intended meaning based ¢r2. communicate intended meaning through
forms from selected subject matter. their own ideas and concepts from othg the interpretation of a subject.
sources.

=

3. explore potential solutions to a givep 3. use improvisation/experimentation tq 3. use improvisation/experimentation to
problem through the Arts. determine solutions. predict potential solutions to problems
and pose new problems.

4. use technical skills. 4. use technical skills. 4. use technical skills.
Dance—perform movements and Dance—perform movements and rhythm Dance—perform movements and rhythm
rhythm patterns. patterns with control and expression. patterns with appropriate range of dy-
Music—sing and play music using Music—use accepted performance namics and expression.
dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation and expressive techniques (e.g., breath Music—sing or play music with expres-
Theatre—use mind, voice, and body control, posture) while singing and play sion and technical accuracy exhibiting a
to create characters and tell stories. ing music in small and large ensembleg. large and varied repertoire of vocal or
Visual Arts—create works of art with Theatre—use scenery, properties, sound, instrumental literature.
content that is consistent with media costume, and make-up to communicate Theatre—use scenery, properties, sound,
possibilities. locale and mood. costume, make-up, and lighting to com-
Visual Arts—experiment and practice municate locale and mood.
with a variety of media to achieve clarity Visual Arts—explore and practice skills
of expression. to enhance communication with consis-
tency.

5. identify and use an appropriate symbpl 5. understand and use symbol systems. [ 5. understand and use symbol systems.
system. Dance—use dance elements (space, Dance—use dance elements (space,
Dance—use dance elements (space, time, energy) to discuss movement ang time, energy) to discuss movement and
time, energy) to discuss movement angl produce movements demonstrated and/ produce movements demonstrated and/
produce movements demonstrated angl/ or described in words. or described in words.
or described in words. Music—identify and define standard Music—read and use standard and non-
Music—use standard symbols to ider- notation symbols including pitch, standard notation symbols through par-
tify meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation ticipation in small and large en-
Theatre—recognize and use stage direg- and expression. sembles.
tion. Theatre—understand and apply stagg Theatre—understand and apply stage
Visual Arts—recognize and use symboj direction and ground plans. direction and ground plans.
language appropriate to media used tg Visual Arts—examine the breadth and Visual Arts—understand and apply ap-
create works of art. depth of possible responses presented py  propriate symbol language to maxi-

media and media techniques. mize expression in a specific media.
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Arts Content Standard 4

Students analyze characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

Rationale

Reflecting on the Arts heightens critical thinking and qualitative judgment. Students practice and use higher
order thinking skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation to understand works of art.

Benchmarks

Students will:

End of Grade 4 End of Grade 8 Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

1. use vocabulary of the discipline to d¢-1. evaluate the quality and effectiveness qf 1. evaluate an art work by comparing and

scribe a variety of works of art. their own and other art works by applyingd contrasting it to similar or exemplary
specific criteria appropriate to the style angl works of art.
offer constructive suggestions for im-
provement.
2. describe personal works to others. 2. describe the influence of personal exper|- 2. compare and contrast how meaning is
ence on the interpretation of works of art communicated in two or more of the
students’ own works and/or works of
others.
3. devise criteria for evaluation. 3. develop and apply criteria for evaluating 3. refine specific criteria for making in-
quality and effectiveness of the work of formed critical evaluation of the qual-
art. ity and effectiveness of a work of art.

4. recognize avariety of different responsgs4.  describe and compare a variety of indit 4. analyze various interpretations as a
to specific works of art. vidual responses to works of art. means for understanding/evaluating
works of art.
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Arts Content Standard 5

Students understand the role of the Arts in society, diverse cultures, and historical
periods.

Rationale

It is important for students to be knowledgeable about the nature, value, and meaning of the Arts in the
context of their own humanity with respect to community, environment, and culture, including the distinct
and unique cultural heritage of Montana’s American Indians.

Benchmarks

Students will:

End of Grade 4

End of Grade 8

Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

recognize ways in which the Arts hav
both a historical and distinctive relation
ship to various cultures (e.g., America
Indian) and media of expression.

o
Loy

demonstrate how history/culture and th
Arts influence each other.

e 1.

identify and describe the role of the
artist in cultures and societies.

identify and describe specific works of 2. identify, describe, and analyze speciflc 2. identify, describe and analyze specific
art belonging to particular cultures works of art as belonging to particulal works of artas belonging to_parncular
times and places. cultures, times and places in the contejxt cultures, times and places in the con-
in which they were created. text in which they were created.
recognize various reasons for creatirl|g 3. compare various reasons for creatirjg 3. identify intentions of those creating art
works of art. works of art. works, explore the implications of vari-
ous purposes and justify analysis.
recognize common emotions, exper|- 4. describe how people’s emotions and ex- 4. analyze contemporary and historic
ences, and expressions in art. periences influence the development ¢f meanings and emotions in specific art
specific art works. works through cultural and aesthetic
inquiry.
demonstrate appropriate audience be-5. demonstrate appropriate audience behav-5.  demonstrate appropriate audience be-
havior for the context and style of ar ior for the context and style of art pref havior for the context and style of art
presented. sented. presented.
explore their own culture as reflectefl 6. determine the connection of a work of ayt 6.  investigate a variety of artworks from

through the Arts.

to societal and cultural change or presg
vation,including American Indian culture
and art.

resources in the community and ana-
lyze and communicate cultural and his-
torical context.
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Arts Content Standard 6

Students make connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

Rationale

Arts are part of everyone’s daily experience. The Arts reflect the culture that produces them. As students

work in the Arts, it is important to understand how the Arts disciplines relate to one another, to other

subjects, and to their life.
Benchmarks

Students will:

End of Grade 4

End of Grade 8

Upon Graduation—End of Grade 12

1. identify similarities and differences iI:l

the meanings of common terms/eleme
used in the various Arts.

2. identify interrelated elements among t
Arts and other subject areas.

ts

2.

3. identify the role of the Arts in the worldl 3.

of work.

4. identify how art reflects life.

compare and explain how the characteris
materials of each art (e.g., sound in mus
visual stimuli in visual arts, movement it
dance, human interrelationships in theatr

C,

)

correlate to similar events, scenes, emotions,

or ideas.
utilize interrelated elements among the Anf
and other subject areas.
explore vocational and avocational oppo

tunities in the Arts.

identify how works of art reflect the envi
ronment in which they are created.

icl.

(s 2.

explain how elements, processes (e.g.,
imagination, craftsmanship) and orga-
nizational principles are used in simi-
lar and distinctive ways.

connect and analyze interrelated ele-
ments of the Arts and other subject ar-
eas.

experience the elements of art careers
in a professional setting.

analyze how works of art reflect the
environment in which they are created.
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Arts Performance Standards: A Profile of Four Levels

The Arts Performance Standards describe students’ knowledge, skills and abilities in
the Arts content area on a continuum from kindergarten through grade twelve. These
descriptions provide a picture or profile of student achievement at the four performance
levels—advanced, proficient, nearing proficiency and novice.

Advanced This level denotes superior performance.

Proficient This level denotes solid academic performance for each benchmark. Students rgaching
this level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including
subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situationd, and
analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.

Nearing This level denotes that the student has partial mastery or prerequisite knowledge and
Proficiency skills fundamental for proficient work at each benchmark.

Novice This level denotes that the student is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and
skills that are fundamental for work at each benchmark.

Grade 4 Arts

Advanced A fourth-grade student at the advanced level in the Arts demonstrates superior performance. He/she:
(a) independently creates, performs/exhibits in and responds through a minimum of one art form;

(b) consistently applies, with confidence, the concepts, structures and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Music, The

atre, and Visual Arts;
(c) uses a variety of skills and techniques to express ideas and poses and solves problems in the Arts;
(d) independently practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;
(e) analyzes the characteristics and merits of their work and the works of others in the Arts;
(f) consistently recognizes and respects the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and
(g) consistently finds and shares multiple connections among the Arts, other subject areas and life.

Proficient A fourth-grade student at the proficient level in the Arts demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:
(a) demonstrates the ability to create, perform/exhibit and respond through a minimum of one art form;

(b) applies a basic understanding of the concepts, structures and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Music, Theatre, al

Visual Arts;
(c) uses skills and techniques to express ideas and poses and solves problems in the Arts;
(d) practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;
(e) communicates an understanding of the characteristics and merits of their work and the works of others in the Arts;
(H recognizes and respects the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures and historical periods; and
(g) finds and communicates connections among the Arts, other subject areas, and life.
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Nearing Proficiency A fourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite

knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in the Arts. He/she:

(@)

creates, performs/exhibits in and responds with specific directions and assistance through a minimum of one art form in

limited way;

(b)

identifies, but has difficulty demonstrating concepts, structures and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Music,

Theatre and Visual Arts;

()
(d)
()

identifies skills and techniques in the Arts and sometimes expresses ideas and poses and solves problems in the Arts;
sometimes practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;
sometimes identifies and demonstrates the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of others in the Arts

() sometimes recognizes the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(9)

finds and shares limited connections among the Arts, other subject areas, and life.

Novice A fourth-grade student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at
each benchmark in the Arts. He/she:

(@)
(b)

has difficulty creating, performing/exhibiting in and responding through a minimum of one art form;
demonstrates a limited understanding of concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Music, Theat

and Visual Arts;

(©)
Arts;
(d)
(e)
®
)

identifies with assistance some of the skills and techniques but does not express ideas or pose or solve problems in tf

has difficulty practicing responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

seldom identifies the characteristics and merits of his/her work or the works of others in the Arts;

has limited recognition of the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and
has difficulty finding connections among the Arts, other subject areas, and life.

Grade 8Arts

Advanced An eighth-grade student at the advanced level in the Arts demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(@)
(b)

effectively creates, performs/exhibits in and responds through more than one art form;
consistently applies with confidence concepts, structures and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Music, Theatre an

Visual Arts;

(©)
(d)
(e)
®
(9)

applies a variety of skills and techniques to effectively express ideas and to pose and solve problems in the Arts;
independently practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

evaluates the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of others in the Arts ;

effectively and consistently analyzes the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and
synthesizes and evaluates connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

Proficient An eighth-grade student at the proficient level in the Arts demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

@
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)
®
(9)

effectively creates, performs/exhibits in and responds through a minimum of one art form;

applies concepts, processes and structures in the four art forms of Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts;
uses a variety of skills and techniques, to express ideas and to pose and solve problems in the Arts;

practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

analyzes the characteristics and merits of their work and the works of others in the Arts;

analyzes and clearly describes the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures and historical periods; and
analyzes and describes connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

Nearing Proficiency An eighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite

knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in the Arts. He/she:

(@)

10/00
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(b) applies, with some assistance, a basic understanding of the concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms
Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts;

(c) identifies skills and techniques and sometimes expresses ideas and poses and solves problems in the Arts;

(d) sometimes practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

(e) describes, with assistance, some of the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of others in the Arts;

(f sometimes identifies the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods but has difficulty
describing that role; and

(g) identifies and describes, with some assistance, limited connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

Novice An eighth-grade student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental
at each benchmark in the Arts. He/she:

(a) seldom creates, performs/exhibits without specific direction, and sometimes responds in a limited way through one art
form;

(b) applies, with much assistance, a basic understanding of some of the concepts, structures, and processes in the four :
forms of Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts;

(c) identifies, with assistance, skills and techniques, but has difficulty expressing ideas and posing and solving problems in
the Arts;

(d) has difficulty practicing responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

(e) seldom recognizes the characteristics and merits of his/her work or the works of others in the Arts;

(H identifies, with assistance, the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) identifies, with difficulty, limited connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life and work.

Upon GraduationArts

Advanced A graduating student at the advanced level in the Arts demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits and responds through more than one art form at an accomplished level;

(b) consistently applies, analyzes and interprets the concepts, structures and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Musi
Theatre and Visual Arts;

(c) distinguishes and analyzes appropriate skills and techniques to effectively express ideas and to pose and solve problems
the Arts;

(d) independently practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal group behavior in the Arts;

(e) accepts responsibility for the characteristics and merits of their works and appreciates the works of others in the Arts;

() effectively and consistently analyzes and evaluates the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, ard historica
periods; and

(g) synthesizes and evaluates connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

Proficient A graduating student at the proficient level in the Arts demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:
(a) creates, performs/exhibits and responds through a minimum of one art form at an accomplished level,
(b) applies varied concepts, processes and structures in the four art forms of Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts;
(c) demonstrates effective skills and techniques in the Arts to express ideas and poses and solves problems;
(d) practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;
(e) analyzes and evaluates the characteristics and merits of their work and the works of others in the Arts;
() examines and analyzes the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and
(g) analyzes and responds to connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

Nearing Proficiency A graduating student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite
knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in the Arts. He/she:
(a) creates, performs/exhibits and responds through a minimum of one art form in a limited way;
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(b) applies, with some assistance, concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of Dance, Music, Theatre, ar
Visual Arts;

(c) identifies skills and techniques and sometimes expresses ideas and poses and solves problems in the Arts;

(d) sometimes practices responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

(e) demonstrates a limited understanding of the characteristics and merits of their work and the works of others in the Arts;

(H sometimes examines the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) demonstrates connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life and work.

Novice A graduating student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at
each benchmark in the Arts. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits, and responds, with specific direction and in a limited way, through a minimum of one art form;

(b) applies, with much assistance, a basic understanding of some of the concepts, structures, and processes in the four :
forms of Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts;

(c) identifies, with assistance, skills and techniques, but shows limited ability to express ideas or to pose and solve problem:
in the Arts;

(d) practices, with assistance, responsible, safe and appropriate personal and group behavior in the Arts;

(e) demonstrates, with assistance, a limited understanding of the characteristics and merits of their work and the works o
others in the Arts;

(H rarely examines, without specific direction, the role of the Arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historitsgl perio
and

(g) demonstrates, with some assistance, limited connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life and work.
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